Summer BREEZE
University Section Club, Inc. Berkeley, CA
Website: http://sectionclub.org/

Summer 2020
President's Message
Hello, my name is Christine Peters and I am looking forward to serving you as the University
Section Club President for 2020-2021. I hope that you and your families are staying healthy
and sane during this global health crisis! Due to COVID-19 there are some club traditions and
activities we will not be able to do, but we will do our best to maintain our community, our
friendships, and our mission. You will be kept up-to-date about club activities via email by our
Corresponding Secretary and a quarterly electronic copy of the Breeze.
This year there will be no Fall Reception where we annually meet to sign-up for sections, but please fill out and return
the membership dues information on the back page. In August you will receive by U.S. Mail the club Bulletin. The
Bulletin shows the contact information for the chairs of the various sections. You can read more about the sections on
page 2.
Alongside our activities and friendships, the ability of the Section Club to financially help students in need at Cal is more
important than ever. As of June 1st, we donated $67,000 to deserving students and programs that support students
during our fiscal year 2019-2020. The latest from Chancellor Christ: "The Center for World University Rankings places
Berkeley first among U.S. public universities and twelfth in the world among both private and public universities". It is
truly an honor that our club is a longstanding and integral part of the Cal community.
During the pandemic, where we need a sense of community more than ever, I hope sections will meet even during
summer, our usual downtime. It is an honor and privilege to serve as Section Club President and, along with the Board, I
will do my best to perform my duties and carry us forward.
Sincerely,

Chrys Peters
Club Organization Chart
University Section Club
Philanthropy
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Activity Sections
Most sections meet once a month and provide opportunities for learning and creative self-expression.
All members are welcome to join any or all sections. In August you will receive the Bulletin which will show

plans for meeting during the pandemic and how to contact the section chairs.
Birding: Outings to different habitats in the Bay Area. No
birding experience needed, just an appreciation of the
outdoors.
Bon Appétit: Members enjoy dining together for themed
dinners on dates to be determined.
Book Discussion: One member leads the discussion of a
chosen book. No need to read the whole book to
participate.
Drama: Actors and audience are welcome. With just one
rehearsal, members put on a play.
French, German, Italian: Each section enjoys a planned
program and lunch or refreshments. Conversation in each
language is practiced.
Japanese Tea Ceremony: Meets in a member's tatami-mat
tea room with everything prepared for a relaxing tea in a
gentle, five-centuries old practice with a focus on
mindfulness.
Movies: Attend a movie late on a Thursday afternoon and
dinner at a nearby restaurant for conversation.

Music: Talented musicians perform for the members,
followed by a tea. A chorus meets weekly under the
direction of a fine conductor.
Newcomers: New members learn about the mission of the
club, its events, sections, and philanthropic activities.
Photography: Members share digital images (on an
optional monthly theme) with gentle critique from the
other participants. Short presentations on taking and
editing photos are offered. Members use cameras of all
sorts and have varying levels of experience.
Sew & So: Members meet together to work on individual
projects while enjoying the camaraderie of the group.
Tennis: Men and women meet daily for doubles.
UC Berkeley Art Museum: Docent-led tours of exhibits.
Occasional presentations at the Berkeley Film Archive.
Walking: Once a month participants walk on easy or
moderate trails.
Writers' Workshop: This section has many talented writers
who read and give comments on original work in progress.

Section Calendar

1st
week

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Tennis 9-11 am

Tennis 9 - 11 am
Chorus 9:30-11:30 am
Photog. 10 am-noon
French 1:30 - 3:30 pm

Tennis 9 - 11 am

Tennis 9 - 11 am

Tennis 9 - 11 am

Birding 9 am

Music 1:30 pm

Book Discussion
1 pm

Tennis 9 - 11 am

Tennis 9 - 11 am
Walking - 9 - 2 pm

Tennis 9 - 11 am Tennis 9 - 11 am
Italian 11 - 2 pm Berkeley Art
Museum 10 - 11
am

Tennis 9 - 11 am

Tennis 9 - 11 am Tennis 9 - 11 am
Movies 4 pm
Sew & So 1:30 3:30 pm
Tennis 9 - 11 am Tennis 9 - 11 am

Writers' Workshop
12:30 - 3 pm
2nd
week

Tennis 9 - 11 am
Japanese Tea Ceremony 10 - noon

3rd
Tennis 9 - 11 am
Week
4th
week

Tennis 9 - 11 am
Drama Oct & Jan. Mar., 2 pm; in Sept.
and April, 5 pm

Chorus 9:30-11:30
am
Tennis 9 - 11 am
Chorus 9:30-11:30 am
German 1:30-3:30 pm
Tennis 9 - 11 am

Tennis 9 - 11 am

Chorus 9:30-11: 30 am
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Club-wide Events 2020-2021
Fall Business Meeting via Zoom, Monday, Sept. 28, 10 am. Section Chairs receive administrative
information for the year and hear about club plans and financial status.
Fall SOS (Services Offered Students) Meeting via Zoom, Monday, Oct. 26, 10 am. All members are
invited to learn how Cal students are helped through our grants and projects funding.
Beehive, Tuesday, Feb. 23., 11 am - 2:30 pm. At the Unitarian Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd.,
Kensington. This is the club's most important annual fundraising event whose profits fund our Cal
philanthropies.
Intercampus Open House, UC Berkeley Campus. Wed., March 31. 9 am to 3 pm. Section Club
members welcome members from other UC campuses' social and philanthropic groups for a day of
lectures and campus tours.
Spring Business Meeting, Monday, May 10. Representatives from all the sections share a highlight
from their group's year. We hear about the financial status of the club and its philanthropic
endeavors and we honor the outgoing board members and welcome the new.
Spring SOS Meeting, Tuesday, May 18, 2021. We review project requests from campus groups and
decide on funding. All members are welcome.

Philanthropy
Since 1927, the Section Club has encouraged a sense of community on the Berkeley campus, welcoming
newcomers and reaching across departmental boundaries from all corners of the university. It has been a
catalyst for friendship, service and philanthropy. The Section Club is a registered, nonprofit organization with
the State of California. 100% of donations support UCB students and scholars through applications for grants
handled by our campus liaisons.
Student Grants. Student Grants are awarded on merit, they are given to graduates and undergraduates who
are referred by campus liaisons. All applicants must have at least a 3.0 GPA at the University. Grants will be
awarded to students in amounts up to $1,500. These grants are based on an expectation that a one-time grant
will alleviate the student’s financial distress and allow him/her to continue his/her studies .
Services Offered Students (SOS). SOS, with generous donations from our members and fundraising events,
provides support through two programs to the university student community. The Sylvia Elberg Memorial
Fund, provides emergency grants of up to $1,000 to aid individual students in great need who have an
unanticipated, non-recurring, medical, financial or other emergency. The second program is the Fund for
Projects or Equipment, proposed by our campus unit liaisons. It is hoped that in most instances our
projects/equipment grants will act as seed money to stimulate permanent funding from the university and/or
other funding resources
International Student & Scholar Committee (ISSC) offers assistance to visiting students and scholars.
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Membership
Recently the board voted to include an electronic option for paying dues and donations. Here's the scoop:
Cheddar Up allows the payor to use a credit card if desired and to pay the fee, instead of the club. The fee for
using a credit card is 3.5% of the transaction, plus .45¢ ; for example, the fee for a $30 dues payment would be
$1.50. In addition, for less than the cost of a stamp, you can pay using an electronic transfer from your bank
account for .45¢. There is no need to set up an account for payment, and our trial-run board members who
used this method found it simple and easy to use. If you have any questions, please contact Treasurer Claire
Phillips at claire@phillipstrustees.com

Print or Cut---------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------You Are Cordially Invited to Join the University Section Club
Members may attend club-wide events, participate in any number of sections, volunteer to support UC students in
need and enjoy receiving our newsletter, The Breeze.

Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________
Telephone__________________________Email______________________________________________
Returning member(s) ___ New member* ___ Visitor ____ Here until month/year ___________
*I was sent a Summer Breeze from: (name)_________________________________
* I have been invited to join by: (Name of friend)______________________________

Dues and donations are tax deductible. Pay by check or electronically with Cheddar Up**.
Dues: Individuals $30; Couples $40...........................................$______________
Donations to: Student Grants.................................................................$______________
Services Offered Students (SOS)
Projects Fund.......................................................$______________
Sylvia Elberg Emergency Fund.............................$______________
General Fund....................................................................$______________
Tax Deductible Total $_____________

Please make checks payable to University Section Club, Inc. and
Mail to: University Section Club, 2222 Bancroft Way/Tang Center, Berkeley, CA 94720-4300, or
**To pay electronically go to https://section-club-annual-dues-and-donations.cheddarup.com
Endowments
The Section Club I-House Graduate Student Support Fund
Helps one or two grad students with room and board at I-House. Checks made out to International House,
specified for Section Club Fund. Mail to I-House, 2299 Piedmont Ave., Berkeley, CA 94720
The University Section Club Endowment for Undergraduate Scholarships
Gifts to this endowment support need-based undergraduate scholarships. Checks made out to UC Berkeley
Foundation, specified for University Section Club Scholarship. Mail to UC Berkeley Foundation, Gift Administration,
1995 University Avenue, Suite 400, Berkeley, CA 94704-1070
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