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Fall 2019
Message from Section Club President,

Deirdre Bauer

Fall got off to a great start for the Section Club. On the invitation of
Chancellor Carol Christ we held our Fall Reception at the lovely
University House and gardens. We appreciate all the support from
Chancellor Christ and the University House staff. Under the
leadership of Christa Shannon and Lucia Falcone and their many
volunteers the day was a great success. Our 17 sections with their
sign-up tables were busy with returning and new members. There
is still time to join our interesting, fun, educational and social
sections. We will welcome our new members at a Newcomer
Reception later this month. It is so good to see our organization
growing!
I look forward to another productive and enjoyable year working
with the numerous volunteers. I joined nine sections this year and
I look forward to visiting the other sections throughout the year. I
am always open to ideas, suggestions and feedback. I appreciate
all your help.

Left to right: Andrea Campos, Deirdre
Bauer, Carol Christ, Genevieve Dreyfus.
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* SOS Fall Business meeting
*Pictures from Fall Tea
* Honorary Member &
Special Friend
Italian Section
next to Tennis
Section: L to r:
Betsy Dixon,
Cathie Kaye,
Elly Skarakis;
Rita Maran.

* Inter-campus Open House
* I-House Holiday Party
* In Memoriam
.... and more!
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Fall Reception
Thank you, from Co-Chair Christa Shannon
"A lively crowd of one hundred thirty-two
members and guests attended the Fall
Reception. The incomparable Lucia Falcone
and her team laid out a beautiful table
(definitely Instagram-worthy) with an
abundance of savory and sweet treats. The
garden was festively decked out in blue and
gold inviting attendees to dine, linger and visit
with friends, new and old. In addition, the two
returning flutists lent a special flair to our day.
We are indebted to the many helping hands
(out front and behind the scenes) who made
this event such a success."

Trudi Frei, Barbara Denton, Gerry Morrison.

Berkeley Section Club Hosts Intercampus Open House:
The Achievements and Contributions of
Women at UC Berkeley by Andrea Campos
The annual Intercampus Open House is scheduled for Wednesday, April 1, 2020. It will be held at Alumni
House on campus and will celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the admission of women at the University. The
day will feature campus speakers and tours of the campus highlighting the achievements and contributions of
women. I am chairing the committee and members are Dierdre Bauer, Elly Skarakis, Betsy Dixon, Sherry
Rufini, Holly Hartley and Audrey Richards. We will be looking for volunteers to help on the day of the event so
let me or any of the other committee members know if you would like to help! You can contact me at
acampos@berkeley.edu
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SOS (Services Offered Students) Corner
Co-Chairs: Trish Hare and Dorothy Kaplan

Learn more about Section Club's philanthropy!
Come to the SOS Fall Business Meeting!!

Meeting Facts

Two speakers will talk about how two unique campus programs
support students in need. Brieanna Wright, Program Director,
Educational Opportunity Program (EOP), will discuss how EOP
units connect students with the new Basic Needs Center which
offers resources to help students work towards economic, food
and housing justice. Ruben Canedo, Director, Strategic Equity
Initiatives, UC Basic Needs Committee Chair, and UC System Basic
Needs Co-Chair, will speak about how the campus food pantry
program evolved into the new center, the services it offers, and
how it has become a model throughout the UC system.

Monday, October 28, 2019
Tang Center; Section Club Room
9:30 am -12 noon
(9:30-10 am coffee;
Speakers 10am;
Business meeting 11am)
Questions? Contact
Trish Hare 510.710.4542 or
Dorothy Kaplan 510.524.8365

Our students are incredibly thankful for the funds they receive as shown in
this thank you letter we recently received:

Awards to
students

"Thank you for supporting my academic endeavors at Cal through the Sylvia
Elberg Memorial Fund. As a student with multiple preexisting health conditions,
I have struggled to reach what I believe my potential is. During the year of
2018, when I had anticipated graduation, I was diagnosed with a disease that
affects 0.1% of all otological patients, or people treated for an ear condition.
The resulting pain and complications derailed my career trajectory. However, I
am grateful for the resources and guidance that have helped me heal. I am
more than my disability - I am a Posse Foundation, Dell Foundation, and Ronald
E. McNair Scholar paving the way for future low-income, first-generation
college students. I appreciate you for reminding me of that through good faith."

Albany Village is asking for gently used books for
children ages 0 - 15 for their family resource
center. If your grandchildren have grown out of
those gently used books, they can be dropped off at
Dorothy Kaplan's house (call first) or given to
Trish Hare for delivery. See telephone numbers in
upper right box!

3

In the fiscal year 2018-19,
SOS gave out 40 Elberg
emergency grants totaling
$26,143. SOS also gave out
$17,502 to campus units
for equipment and
projects. The total
distributed last year was
$43,645!

Pease Fund
In the picture at right, Deirdre Bauer gives a check
from Section Club's Pease Fund to Chancellor Christ
at the Fall Tea. The money goes to the Chancellor's
Basic Needs Program which helps students with
food and housing insecurity. The Pease Fund was
established in 2018 by Norman and Janet Pease.
For many years the Peases provided the beautiful
daffodils from their ranch to the Beehive
fundraiser.

I-House Scholarship Recipient
We were delighted that the recipient of our I-House
scholarship was able to join us at the Fall Tea. Dina Sabry,
seen left chatting with Carol Christ and Deirdre Bauer, is a
graduate student from Egypt, pursuing a Masters in
Journalism. Dina relates strongly to the I-House mission of
building bridges between people around the world. Although
identifying as Egyptian, Dina comes from parents of Egyptian,
Iraqi and Armenian heritage. She attended school in Egypt,
the United Arab Emirates, and Saudi Arabia. She first lived in
I-House during a study abroad program for six weeks in 2016
where she made long-lasting friends and learned about other
cultures. Dina wants to bring her experience and heritage to
continue adding to I-House's ever-growing international
community.
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Student Grants - Gerry Morrison and Sonja Velez, Co-Chairs
This fund gives grants up to $1,000 and are awarded to students of merit. Special consideration is given to
students who have a high accumulative GPA and are close to graduation. These grants help them accomplish
their dream of graduating from CAL. Following is a thank you note we recently received from a student:
"Dear Section Club Members,
I hope this finds you well. It is with much gratitude that I am so blessed to receive this Student Grant. I do
believe in reciprocating blessings and I will most definitely be a blessing to someone in need, be it time,
service, or a listening ear. Because of you, I am able to catch up on my bills for July and August while
completing summer courses. My family sends their thanks as well."
From July 2018 to July 2019 we gave 14 Student Grants. Thank you to all Section Club members who
donated to the Student Grants fund!

You are invited to the
Children's Holiday Party at
International House
Saturday, December 14, 2019
2 to 4 pm.

The annual party for children who are spending their first holiday season in the United States will be held at
the International House (2299 Piedmont Ave., Berkeley - at the top of Bancroft Way) on Saturday, December
14, from 2 - 4 pm. Please join the ISSC (International Student & Scholar Committee) volunteers for a lively
afternoon. There will be refreshments, craft activities for the children, a magician, and Santa will give each
child a teddy bear made by members of the ISSC. Let Judy Gordon know if you can bring cookies or would like
to volunteer as a greeter, staff the coat rack, help at the crafts table, or play hostess.
Contact Judy at (925) 349.5474.

Plan Now for the 2020 Beehive Fundraiser
Mark your 2020 calendars for the annual Beehive Luncheon, Silent Auction and Bazaar,
February 25, 2020. Ask your guests to save the date. Put off shopping after the holidays
until you see what will be offered at the Auction and Bazaar tables! All year we collect,
sort and price your donations for the Collectable, Craft/Accessory, Bric-a-Brac, and
Jewelry Tables. The Silent Auction tables will have many items on which to bid. Do not
wait to drop off donations until the end of January! Call Dorothy Kaplan at
510.524.8365 for a drop -off time and directions. All proceeds from the fundraiser benefit
Cal students. - Nancy Oldham
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Awards at the May 2019 Annual Meeting
by Mary-Ellis Adams, Commendations Chair
Honorary Members are recommended by past presidents and others who have participated on the board.
They recommend people who have been "exceptionally outstanding" in their service to the club. Special
Friend goes to someone who is not a member of Section Club but who has made a significant contribution to
the life of the organization. Following are people who received these honors at the Annual Meeting in May.
Honorary Member: Nancy Oldham
Nancy has been an active and supportive member of the club for many years.
She served as President, assisted the Equipment Loan Center, and started the
Omnivore Section with Sonja Velez, which lasted 10 years. It is in her many
years of work with the annual Beehive fundraiser, however, where Nancy
shines brightest. She has put exceptional amounts of time, thought and effort
into making the Beehive the success it has become. She spends countless hours
sorting, cleaning, repairing and pricing items for the collectibles, bric-a-brac,
jewelry and crafts tables, making sure everything is suitable for sale. The
Beehive is our major fundraiser and Nancy's dedication and hours of volunteer
labor over the years are impressive. Brava, Nancy!
Special Friend: Don Melandry
Don Melandry was proposed by Genevieve Dreyfus and Marianne Haller of Photography Section. Genevieve
wrote, "When I joined the Photography Section, Don was its professional adviser. Soon members of the
section nicknamed him 'our fearless leader.' Not only had he to contend with a group of avid, mostly amateur
photographers, but with a curious and eager group always challenging him to go beyond the technicalities of
taking a photo." Marianne added, "Don Melandry was the superhero to our Photography Section. Without a
moment's hesitation he took on the mentor's role after our previous leader died. For twelve years Don offered
his service as critic and as teacher." It was wonderful that so many members of Photography Section were
present at the annual meeting!

L to R: Janice Lieu, Deirdre Bauer, Don Melandry,
Jackie Desoer, Genevieve Dreyfus, Trudi Washburn,
Dorian Bikle, Sonja Velez, Marianne Haller.

Fall SOS Meeting (Services Offered Students)
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In Memoriam
Betsey Warrick was a wonderful woman of many talents. She was a stalwart of the Drama section where she
and her husband offered their home every year for a production of a play and refreshments. Throughout their
lives at International House they were a famous couple for entertaining and engaging new people and helping
to take care of international visitors. At one point Betsey helped set up a craft store on Solano for the
Cambodian people. She was a lovely hostess and a very fine and friendly woman who also belonged to the
Book section. She will be missed in our campus community and the greater community. -- Grace Fretter
Ginette Polak, a long-time member of the Section Club, died on April 4, 2019, at the age of eighty-one. She
joined the Club when her husband, Elijah, became a UCB professor in EECS in 1961 and she regularly attended
the Beehive and Winter Dinner. In 2011-2012 Ginette served on the Board as Secretary. By the time of her
death she had long been retired from her position as librarian at Berkeley’s Continuing Education of the
Bar. Over the years she had also been an active member of the League of Women Voters and served on the
board of the Special Libraries Association. -- Mary Kay Duggan

L to r: Nancy Sherman, Monica Eisenbud, Carol Christ,
Janet Suddell and Dianne Macleod.
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University Section Club, Inc.
Tang Center at UC Berkeley
2222 Bancroft Way
Berkeley, CA 94720-4300

Return Service Requested

Recipient Address

Club wide events: All members are welcome at these events.

Upcoming events calendar
SOS Fall Business Meeting
Mon., Oct. 28, 9:30 am,
Tang Center

I-House Children's Holiday Party
Sat., Dec. 14, 2 - 4 pm
International House

Beehive Luncheon and Fundraiser
Tue., Feb. 25, 11 - 2:30 pm
Unitarian Church, Kensington

Intercampus Open House
Wed., April 1, Alumni House
More details to come!

Annual Spring Meeting
Tue., May 5, Section Club Room, Tang Center
Deadline for future Breeze newsletters:
January 5 &, April 15.

